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Mount Meru was the bow with serpent king Vasuki as its
string. Vishnu himself in conjuction with fire (Agni) was
the arrow aimed at the Tripuras. All the gods were there
ready individually to help him.
Siva proceeded against the three demons with this
strange array of arms and equipment. He waited for the
moment when their cities gathered. Siva became a Rudra,
spilling terror, and stood on His chariot brandishing
different weapons in His innumerable hands. He made
powerful strides and finally stood like an archer in alidha
pose, with His right knee advanced and the left retarded.
His main left hand was stretched to hold the weighty bow,
His right hand was stretched to hold the flaming arrows.
His entire figure pulled itself away from the target towards
which the arrow pointed. The very flames at the tip of the
arrow seemed to perform tandava dance of destruction in
their eagerness to consume the cities. The jata makuta with
its Crescent Moon reinforced the backward pull of Siva's
'head, with its long, intent and furious face. The slant of the
arrow and bow wielding arms in one direction and the pull
of His body in the opposite terrified the onlookers. His
enormous body radiated heroic energy and He was ready
to strike.
At that moment Vijayalakshmi, foretelling success,
came there and praised Siva. Vishnu, who formed the
arrow about to be released, was visibly annoyed as she was
all praise for Siva.
Noticing Vishnu's annoyance Siva at once discarded
the bow and arrow and opened His third eye. The flames
emanating from it struck like a flash of lightning, scattered
all over, on the wide expanse of the brazen castles and
edifices and reduced them to a handful of ashes. In sheer
ecstasy Siva danced the dance of victory in the expression
of His might.